
This document is part of a larger project: It is one part 
of Digital Scotland’s Tackling the Technology Gender Gap 
Together (TTGGT) Mentoring and Role Modelling initiative.

The project has been designed to encourage young women 
studying and working in digital technology to become 
role models or mentors, with the goal of getting girls to 
consider a career in the digital technology sector.

The Role Models & Mentoring initiative consists of several 
documents, all of which support each other and give role 
models and mentors comprehensive guidance, activities and 
resources to help them when talking to school age girls. 

You can find the whole project online at: https://www.ourskillsforce.
co.uk/be-inspired/initiatives/become-a-tech-role-model

This is a case study which gives an example of a digital skills 
initiative from the Active Coding Academies organisation. It 
has been created to show the broad range of activities which 
are possible to engage with young people and encourage 
them to think differently about digital technology.



What is it?
Active Coding Academies’ unique 
summer coding camps provide 
everything students aged 12-24 
need to be able to read and write 
computer programs while developing 
their problem solving and creative 
ability.

Who took part? 
Ana is 13 years old, she is interested 
in dancing, art and makeup. She 
enjoys gaming but has never shown 
particular interest in coding or 
computer programming. 

Do you have to be a programmer?
No. Ana started attending a week 
long course, beginners level, at 
Active Coding Academies after 
seeing a Facebook post about 
building your own game and creating 
graphic designs. The creative aspect 
of coding sparked her interest so 
she began the course with a curious 
mind. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the week long course 
Ana went from being curious to 
interested and amazed at how 
much she could develop her art by 
adding coding and digital skills to her 
repertoire. 

How do you learn to code?
Ana started with a few lessons in 
Scratch where she learned how 
to write commands and develop 
her critical thinking. During these 
lessons, she was very excited as the 
creative aspect was very visible. 
“I feel like I’m actually creating a 
character in a game, it feels a lot like 
my drawing, but I can actually make 
my drawing come to life.”

www.activecodingacademies.co.uk

Be the change you want to see!

Have You Considered 
Becoming a Role 
Model or Mentor?



Ana’s Instructor, Marc, said:
“Ana was inspiring. It was great 
to hear she enjoyed seeing her 
characters come to life in ways she 
was unable to experience in her 
drawing. We should be encouraging 
more young women to explore ways 
of stimulating their passion for 
creating and learning.”

“It’s important to seek out 
environments where young females 
are supported and can learn new 
things. We need to find ways of 
letting our students know that 
it’s ok not to strive for perfection 
and still be productive. Any young 
woman entering tech today is 
opening the door for others to 
follow” - Marc Dinardo

Ana Said:
“I feel like a whole world opened up 
for me, I am very excited to come 
up with other ways to combine what 
I’ve learned with my art.” 

“I’ve always felt like numbers and 
technology are the sort of things 
boys do, for example, my cousin 
is much younger than me but he’s 
better at maths than I am, after 
this week though I feel that there’s 
nothing I can’t do. I am very happy” 

Level Up
After Scratch the lessons moved 
on to the more technical Python, 
although she was still keen to learn, 
she felt a bit disheartened as this 
was very technical and she always 
excelled at creative arts rather 
than maths and logic. However, 
after a lot of encouragement from 
her teacher and after she started 
to understand the usefulness of 
having a certain mind set, Ana 
began to enjoy finding ways to apply 
what she was learning to her art. 

Coding For Everyone
Ana started as a very reserved, but 
curious girl that was interested in 
things that are considered gender 
specific. It had never occurred 
to her how much she could use 
technology and coding in her 
interests. After many lessons 
where she received knowledge 
and also gentle encouragement 
a whole world of possibilities 
opened up for her. She learned 
that in the world of technology 
there are no barriers regardless 
of your gender or interests. 

www.activecodingacademies.co.uk


